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moved, she did not shed a tear. In about two hours afterwards, while sitting 
at dinner, she suddenly exclaimed, “ Oh ! my son, I shall never see him again!” 
and immediately she was seized with right hemiplegia. There were no other 
form of paralysis, and no aphasia. The total loss of power, with partial loss of 
sensation, in the right arm and leg remained for nearly five days, after which 
the paralysis gradually ceased, and, at the end of three weeks, all traces of it 
were lost. During this time, it was declared by her friends that she was never 
seen to shed tears. The inference drawn from these facts and from other sin¬ 
gular cases referred to was that, on both occasions, under the excitement of 
intense grief, certain parts of the brain, most probably the thalami and striate 
bodies, which have been called the emotional ganglia , were the seat of vascular 
congestion ; that, on the first occasion, this vascularity was in some way re¬ 
lieved by the t secretion of tears, but, on the second attack, the secretion of 
tears not occurring, the congestion of the ganglia persisted for a certain time, 
and this state and the paralysis were associated together as cause and effect. 
It was assumed that one use of intense lachrymation, as an emotional secretion, 
was to relieve the excessive intracerebral vascular congestion of certain parts, 
which, if allowed to go too far or to be too long sustained, would damage the 
structures and cause suspension of their functions. The whole subject was 
illustrated in many ways, and the paper, which was very interesting, caused 
considerable discussion.— Brit. Med. Journ. } April 30, 1870. 

20. Some of the Functional Derangements of the Male Genital Organs .— 

Mr. W. F. Teevan read a paper on this subject before the Harveian Society 
(March 3,1870). 1. Abnormal erections in children might occur at the ear¬ 

liest age, and were caused by some local irritation, as very acid urine, gravel, 
calculus, worms, prolapse of rectum, or cutaneous eruptions. Children who 
were forced to lie much on their backs, as in hip-joint disease, suffered from 
erections through the pressure of the urine on the most sensitive part of the 
bladder. A tight foreskin was a fertile cause of evil, and ought to be removed. 
2. Too frequent nocturnal emissions in young men often caused much alarm ; 
but the mental anxiety, rather than the seminal loss, was the cause of the de¬ 
pression. Drachm doses of the tincture of sesquichloride of iron would entirely 
check these emissions. 3. Nocturnal emissions in married men were of com¬ 
mon occurrence, and arose from debility and irritation, the results of marital 
excesses. Local applications of mild solutions of the nitrate of silver would 
be necessary to effect a cure. 4. Seminal discharges during defecation took 
place in most men at some period of their lives, or some prostatic fluid only 
might be pressed out. When, through indigestion, the semen became attenu¬ 
ated, or there was constipation, the powerful contractions of the levator ani 
would press out some fluid. Laxatives, &c., would cure these cases. 5. Diur¬ 
nal emissions were of serious import, and might be occasioned through the 
slightest mental or physical excitement. Suppositories of camphor, belladon¬ 
na, and opium, were of great use, but a solution of the nitrate of silver would 
have to be applied to the veru montanum. 6. True lethargy of the sexual or¬ 
gans was sometimes observed in powerful young men who had led continent 
lives, and generally manifested itself as loss of sexual desire. Phosphorus, 
ergot of rye, cantharides, and strychnia, were indicated in these cases.— Lan¬ 
cet , April 23, 1870. 

21. Therapeutic Effects of Chloral in Fever .—Fever having been prevalent 
in Edinburgh, an ample field was afforded to the Physicians of the Royal In¬ 
firmary for investigating the action of chloral in that disease. ‘‘From a large 
series of observations, it has been ascertained that, although the drug has no 
direct influence in cutting short or in any way affecting the natural course of 
the disease, it is a valuable means of assisting and promoting recovery, by its 
action as a palliative to the numerous distressing symptoms which constantly 
occur. In doses of thirty grains repeated every hour—two or three times if 
necessary—in most cases a quiet and refreshing sleep is produced, which serves 
greatly to maintain the strength of the patient, and to enable him the better to 
withstand the violence of the disorder; and by thus preventing fatigue and 
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exhaustion, especially in a weak and feeble constitution, it expedites the re¬ 
covery and the elimination of the virus. It is found that no injurious effects are 
produced upon either the digestive or the nervous systems ; on the contrary, the 
appetite is sometimes apparently improved, and the excitement and delirium are 
frequently diminished. It is also observed, when violent head-symptoms exist, 
that the ordinary dose should be increased to forty or sixty grains, repeated at 
intervals, if required, before a sedative effect is obtained. Also, although 
chloral, under some circumstances, lowers the temperature from half a degree to 
two degrees, it would appear, from a limited series of observations, that in fever 
it does not do so, and seems to produce little or no effect as determined by the 
thermometer. Its action upon the pulse, as ascertained by the sphygmograph, 
is that of diminishing arterial tension, rendering its quality softer and more 
regular, but not, apparently, having much effect upon its frequency.”— British 
Medical Journal , April 30, 1870. 

22. Therapeutic Effects of Hydrate of Chloral in Cerebral Diseases .—Dr. 
T, S. Clousten, Medical Superintendent of the Cumberland and Westmoreland 
Asylum, thus sums up his experience after having given the hydrate of chloral 
in forty cases of various forms of insanity :— 

“ 1. It has proved a most safe and certain sleep-producer. It seems certain 
that by it we can compel sleep in any case. 

“2. By means of this property, attacks of insanity may probably be warded 
off in some cases. 

“ 3. Its action in abating and soothing excitement is more uncertain than its 
sleep-producing power, and lasts a shorter time than that of any signally power¬ 
ful drug; but it is most valuable in certain cases, especially in some recent 
and curable ones, where formerly we should have been afraid to give opium. 
It has no directly curative action, but it evidently could be so employed as to 
tide over short attacks of insanity, and to prevent certain cases from being sent 
to lunatic asylums. 

“ 4. Whether it does good or not, it never does harm. In this respect it is 
the very king of all narcotics. 

‘‘5. Its effect on the temperature of the body is variable in different cases, 
and in the same case at different times ; but generally it is to reduce the tem¬ 
perature slightly, taking the average of a number of patients. It differs from 
opium in this respect, which raises the temperature; but the reduction caused 
by chloral is not nearly as great in maniacal excitement as that caused by 
alcohol in large doses. 

“ 6. It should be given to subdue brain excitement in doses beginning at 
twenty or thirty grains, repeated from three to five hours. To produce sleep 
in great excitement, from forty to sixty grains are required, the latter dose not 
failing in one per cent, of the cases.”— Brit . Med. Journal , May 7, 1870. 

Dr. John B. Tuke, Medical Superintendent of the Fife and Kinros District 
Asylum has employed chloral with good results in acute mania, asthenic in¬ 
sanity, the insomnia of melancholy, and in chronic cases of insanity in which 
violent outbursts of excitement occurs. “The advantages of chloral,” he says 
“ over all other hypnotics with which I am acquainted are— 

“ 1. That it is more uniformly certain in its action. 

“2. That it has no depressing influence. 

“ 3. That it does not cause constipation. 

“4. That it does not produce nausea. 

“ 5. That its effects are more lasting. 

“ I believe it to be the most valuable means of procuring sleep which has 
yet been introduced into the Pharmacopoeia of the asylum physician.”— Lancet 
March 26, 1870. 

Mr. Spencer Wells stated at a meeting of the Obstetrical Society of Lon¬ 
don, that in a case of furious maniacal excitement seen by him with Dr. Munro, 
one thirty-grain dose of chloral was followed by almost immediate calm and 
afterwards sleep.— Lancet , April 2,1870. 

Dr. Playfair also reported to the same society a case of threatened puer¬ 
peral mania where the patient had become maniacal after a previous labour 



